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Quick Facts 

In Lebanon, USAID works with municipalities and citizens to 
increase incomes and create jobs. 
Results to date : 

• The program has provided 144 grants benefiting over 
500 people and their families. 

• For example, twenty five women from Akkar district in 
northern Lebanon benefited from a $25,000 grant 
provided to the Women's Charity League (WCL). 

• WCL used USAID's grant to buy modern sewing 
machines and related equipment to launch a new linen 
tailoring unit. The project enabled these women to 
become economically independent, empowered 
participants in the job market, and developed their 
professional skills and self-confidence. 


The Program : 

The project empowers municipalities to democratically engage 
citizens in activities that improve incomes and create jobs in 170 
villages. These villages are located in Akkar, around Naher El 
Bared Camp, Zgharta, Donnieh, Jbeil, and Jezzine. As a part of this 
project, loans and grants are sometimes provided to assist 
enterprises to expand businesses and create jobs for local 
residents. 

Beneficiaries: 

Residents of targeted villages have had access to recruitment 
opportunities through USAID's small grants and micro-loans. 

How Entrepreneurs Benefit : 

Through micro-loans and small grants, entrepreneurs were able 
to open or enlarge their small businesses and create additional 
jobs. 



Douaa El Sayed, a member of 
the WCL management team 
stated, "The project creates 
opportunities to empower 
women in the job market. 
Women are gaining increased 
self confidence, allowing them 
to be economically 
independent." One beneficiary 
is Khitam Zeitoun, a new 
seamstress who is now 
earning $200 per month. 
Khitam said that "having a job 
makes me more secure and 
independent. I would 
eventually like to open my own 
shop to increase my earnings 
to support my family." 
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